
More match news… 
 
WIGS 2-2 (23 September 2021) 
 
Last year we were fortunate to find a window between lockdowns for the annual match at 
West Sussex vs the WIGS (Worshipful Company of Insurers Golfing Society) to take place.  The 
result then squared the series at nine matches apiece with four halved.  After last week's 
match the series remains tied over its 23-year existence as honours were shared 2-2.  Lloyd's 
were deprived of the opportunity of traditional post-lunch strength as outgoing WIGS 
manager and fixture organiser, Muir Stratford suggested that the result be determined over 
the morning rounds alone - a suggestion which was accepted in the good-natured spirit of the 
tie. 
 
As ever, the match was played with an abundance of generosity and humour on the eve of 
the Ryder Cup (least said...) although not without its own controversy over Lloyd's use of the 
Callaway Max ball in one match and its reportedly larger size.  Lloyd's made the point that the 
larger the ball, the harder it is to fit in the hole which seemed to quieten the debate and we 
look forward to resuming the unbroken run in 2022. 
 
 
U35s. 1 – 5 (26 September 2021) 
 
Sunningdale was once again the venue for the LGC intra-mural fixture: Oldies against the 
U35s. In previous years, experience and guile have proven no match for stamina and strength, 
and the Youth came into this fixture with an unbeaten record. In glorious late-summer 
sunshine, the two teams of 12 players each teed off on the Old Course (after a lengthy lunch), 
playing 4BBB. All matches were tightly contested. And whilst the Oldies put up a creditable 
showing, the U35s proved too strong yet again, coming out worthy winners at 5 - 1. 
 
 
Battleback. 2-3 (28 September 2021) 
 
Our match against the Battleback at New Zealand G.C. is always an enjoyable and inspiring 
day.  For those who don’t know it, the Batteback Golf programme utilises golf to enhance the 
recovery of wounded, injured or sick service personnel.   Our match manager, Alex Findlay 
said ‘Every year this fixture humbles me as I hear stories that inspire and amaze.  My four ball 
opponents for this match were two soldiers who I coincidentally served on the same 
Afghanistan tour with in 2010 (although didn’t meet them in Afghanistan). Both were badly 
injured in combat roles (one lost a leg when stepping on an IED and the other took shrapnel 
from a Rocket Propelled Grenade).  Both took up golf after sustaining their injuries and spoke 
about the enormous help the game had been with their mental health. Remarkably, and 
despite their physical handicaps, one plays off a handicap of 1, and the other 15 (although he 
went round New Zealand in well under his handicap!). 
 
This fixture is about more than golf, it’s also about perspective and understanding why it is 
that we play the game. It offers us a release from everyday challenges, it brings us together 



and it allows us (despite any physical handicaps) to have a really good competitive match… 
not many other sports can do this! “ 
 
All in all, despite putting out a very strong and low handicap team, LGC were beaten 3-2. 
Congratulations to Battle Back and we look forward to the match next year. Finally, as the 
Captain said when he addressed us over lunch, ‘thank you for your service’ to the whole 
Battleback team. 
 
Wine Trade 7.5 – 5.5 (29 September 2021) 
 
The LGC match against the Wine Trades G.S. is always highly enjoyable and we never have 
any trouble finding a side to play.  As is the tradition of this match, in a gesture of extreme 
generosity, The Wine Trade arrive with fine gifts of their trade for all to share halfway round 
and over lunch.   On the course, our teams were treated to the sight of a very smart Pol Roger- 
branded Land Rover parked beside the 9th green/ 10th tee – this must qualify as one of the 
best halfway huts ever!   We were even more delighted to find that owing to current supply 
chain issues, they had temporarily run out of non-vintage and were serving vintage 2013 Pol 
Roger instead! 
 
One LGC golfer – Stephen Quick - rose to the occasion by achieving a Hole in One with his 
wonderful approach to the 9th green, raising a glass of champagne with a big smile a few 
moments later.   Well done, Steve!  
 
LGC were 4 -3 up at lunch and after enjoying a fine lunch and more of the Wine Trades’ 
delicious offerings, had a good afternoon to close the match at 7.5 – 5.5.   
 
Bar 5.5 – 2.5 (2 October 2021) 
 
Our match against the Bar G.S. at Rye is one of the oldest in our fixture list and will be 
celebrating its centenary in 2023.  This match is played over the weekend with a convivial 
dinner taking place on the Saturday evening.  This year, Lloyd’s were ahead 2.5 – 1.5 at 
lunchtime, but that was it for the day, with the weather on the Saturday afternoon described 
as ‘biblical’ by the match manager and the afternoon having to be called off!    The teams 
resumed on Sunday morning in thankfully drier conditions, with LGC producing the stronger 
performance, resulting in a 5.5– 2.5 win for LGC.  


